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18. The Art of making Sea-Water frejh and 
potable, and fit for all uibs La Food and Phyfick at 



Sea. 



IIL A Letter from Sir Robert Redding, late 
Fellow of the R. S. concerning Pearl-Fijhing 
in the North of Ireland j communicated to the 
Fublifher by Dr. Lifter. K. 8. S, 

Dear SIR, 

BEing in the North in Augufi laft, and calling to re- 
membrance your Defires to have fome of the 
Mufcle-lhells fent you wherein the Pearls were found, I 
flayed behind my Company one day like an old Hound 
from following the Sta^, and bellowed it in Enquiries 
from others, and lome fmall Trials in the Rivers ; but 
having by me neither Queries to dired my Search, nor 
Books to inform me what had been delivered by others 
on this Subject, I muft needs fall ihort in thofe Points 
that are mod curious and moft wanting, and take no- 
tice only of what is too common and moft known in 
the Natural Hiftory of this Shell fifh. 

I have fent you four or five of the Shells, and a few 
of the Pearls, though clouded and little worth , taken 
out of the River near Omagh in the County of Tyrone, 
in which County are four Rivers abounding with thefe 
Mufcles, all emptying themfelves into Lough foyle, 
whereon Hands the Town of Derry, and fb into the Sea. 
There are alio other Rivers in the County of Donegal^ a 
River near Dundalk, the Share running by Waterford, 
the Lough called Lough-Lean in Kerry, which afford the 
like Fiffi,' and no doubt there be many more that I do 
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not know i All thefe places are at the feet of very- great 
Mountains. 

The manner of their Fifhing is not extraordinary, 
the poor People in the warm Months before Harveft is 
ripe, whiift the Rivers are low and clear, go into the 
Water, Tome with, their Toes, fome with wooden 
Tongs, and- fome by putting a. fharpned Stick into 
the opening of the Shell take them up : And although 
by common Eftimate not above one Shell in a Hundred 
may have a Pearl, and of thofe Pearls not above one 
in a Hundred be tolerably clear, yet a vaft number of 
fair Merchantable Pearls, and too good for the Apothe- 
cary, are offered to Sale by thole People every Sum- 
mer Affize. Some Gentlemen of the Country make 
good Advantage thereof, and my felf whiift there, (aw 
one Pearl bought for 50 Shillings that weighed 36 Car- 
rats, and was valued at 40 /. and had it been as clear 
as fome others produced therewith , would certainly 
have been very valuable. Every body abounds with 
ftories of the good Pennyworths of the Country, but I 
will add but one more: A Miller took out a Pearl which 
he fold for 4 /. 10 s. to a Man that fold it for 10 /. who 
fold it to the late Lady Glemnly for 30 /. with whom I 
faw it in a Necklace j flie refufed 80 /.for it from the late 
Dutchefs of Ormond. I was informed that in the courfe 
of the River of about Sixteen Miles, there were many 
deep Pools, which could never have been fearched by 
thefe unmechanical People, for whom I made a Dredge 
with fome Teeth in the Knife of it to rake them out of 
the Sand, and in that only particular differing from the 
common Oyfler Dredge ; as alio little Hand-dredges, 
not unlike what I had leen Men in the River of Thames 
taking up Ballaft with. 
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I took up many young Mufcles, but thefe. have 
never any Pearl in them, and do think to get fome Pond 
or (mall Brook by the Rivers fide to preterve thenr in> 
rather than to deftroy them unprofitably. 

The Natives, though very foul Feeders, will not eat 
theFilhiWhich feems to me to cut like; the Oyfter^hlack- 
ifh, green j and were it not too great a>Dtgreflion from 
the Subject, and too offensive to good Stomachs,*. could 
entertain you with their laft Lenten Fare, whenHorfe- 
flefli dead of Difeafes, and the Blubber of a Whale caft 
up by chance, (when it would fly upon the opening, of 
the Bung-hole of the Barrel like Bottle Beer) was fought 
for, and begged for Food, fa lazy and improvident 
many of them are. The Shell is faftned with two Car- 
tilages, one at each end, whereas the Gyfter and Scal- 
lop are with one only in the- middle. The natural Po* 
fture they keep to, neither lying on the fide, as thole I 
faw, or let up in the Sand like Eggs in Salt, with the 
fharp end downwards, and the opening fide turnedfrom 
the Torrent, as the People fay, I leave to be further 
enquired intoj but Haw them lying in part opened, 
and putting forth their White Fins like a Tongue out of 
the Mouth, which dire&s the Eye to them in the Wa* 
ter t being otherwife black as the ft ones in the River. 

The backs of the Shells juft about the Hinges on which 
the Valves do open are all broken and bruiled both young 
and old, and Ihew the feveral Crufts and Scales that 
make the Shell, and k caufed ( I think till I know bet- 
ter) by the many great ftones that are driven over them 
by the Floods which are moft impetuous after any little 
Rain. 

You will obferve the in-fides of the {hells are of an 
Oriental and Pearly Colour and fubflance- like- a flat 
Pearl, efpeciaUy when firft opened ,• and I was told by 
an ingenious Perfon living upon the place, that, he had 
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©bferved in fbme (hells under the firfl: Coat a Liquor 
that was very orient and clear, that would move upon 
thePreffure of the Finger, but that fuch a Mufcle never 
had Pearl, which Liquor I fhould think was the true 
Mother ofPearl. 

The part where the Pearl lieth is in the Toe or lefler 
end; at the extremity of the Gut, and out of the body 
of the Fifh between the two Films or Skins that line the 
fhell : I was careful to leave one Pearl in its Bed ,• but the 
Fiih {links fb extremely and fo foon, and flirunk into 
nothing, that I fear it will be hard to preferve the parts 
entire lor the Infpedtion, 

I believe that this Petri anfwereth to the Stone in 
other Animals, and certainly like that encreafeth by ft- 
veral Crufts growing over one another, which appeareth 
by pinching the Pearl in a Vice, and the upper Coat 
will crack and leap away ,• and this Stone is call off" by 
the Mufcle, and voided as it is able ,• and many fhells 
that have had Pearls in them are found now to have 
none, which will appear by thefe inflances. The fliells 
that have the bed Pearls are wrinkled, twifled or bunch- 
ed, and not fmooth and equal as thole that have none, 
as you may obferve by one of the Shells herewith fent, 
of a lighter Colour than the reft ; this fhell yielded a 
Pearl fold for n /. And the crafty Fellows will guels 
fo well by the well, that though you uatch them ne- 
ver fo<arefully, they will open fuch fhells under the 
Water, and put the Pearls in their Mouths, or other- 
wife conceal them. That fame perfon told me, that 
when they have been taking up fliells , and believed 
by fuch flgns as I have mentioned, that they were fure 
ot good purchafe, and refufed good Sums for their 
fhares, that yet they found no Pearl at all in many of 
them. Upon Difcourfe with an old Man that had been 
long at this Trade, he advifed me to feek not only when 
the Waters were low, but in a dusky g'oomy day alfo, 
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Left, (aid he, the Fi(h fee you, for then he will flied his 
Pearl in the fand: Of which I believed no more, than 
that fbme Mufcles had voided their Pearls, and fuch are 
often found in the Sands. 

I conceive that thefe Pearls if once dark will never be 
clear upon any alteration in the Health or Age of the 
Mufcle, or of the Moon j and that if the firft Seed be 
black, all the Coats fuperinduced will be ftill clouded ; 
but yet would be glad to be directed in any further 
Enquiry of any amendment that may be made by the 
Seafon of the Year, Age of the Moon orFifli, or place 
in the Rivers, the bottoms whereof 1 obferVed to be part 
fandy, part ftony, and part oufey, and of a black 
Clay. 

It may be alfo confidered, whether brackifh Water 
will alter the Colour j. for many Mufcles are driven 
down the Rivers Four or Five Miles within the flowing, 
of the Tide, namely, to a place called the Gri&bin, 
where the greateft: Salmon-fiihing is nest to that of 
Colerain. 

You will obferve the fame Pearl clear at one end, and 
dark at the other,- it may be enquired whether the 
Colour ever changed from One to the other, or. was> 
primigenial, as they fi'ill continue. I Jhall defire you& 
kindneft in fending me fbme Heads of Enquiries, for h 
have many Acquaintance upon the place, with Dire&k 
ons how I may prefcrve the Mufcle to fend you, and 
whether fuch dark Pearl may not be as proper for the 
Apothecary as. other more clear, and what better En- 
gines you can diredfc us unto to take them up with, nos 
place being deeper than iz Feet. 

I (end you alfo herewith, feme Stones of an- Amber 
Colour taken out of a, Spring, called C.ran&ouritr Spring) 
near Lough- 1& 'ah-, which the Country-People teil us 
grow at the end of a little Ruih, and drop off, and are 
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to be found only on May day Eve, and good for God 
knows what : They look like the Germinations of ibme 
of your Salts, but in the Fire fhewed no figns thereof 
by crackling j they are Electrical and Angular, and be- 
ing pounded, the Powder is white. I have teveral Stones 
and Minerals by me, which if I knew were acceptable 
to you, mould be lent forwards j but I would gladly 
firft be allured you are not difpleafed with thefe Trifles 
from 
/>«*/**, off.13. Tours, &e. 
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"ffl. . An Accontit of two Plants lately brought 
from the Cafe of Good-hope, communicated 
by Dr. Sloane, R,S.S. 

ALderman Charles Chamhrlu'm having favoured the 
Royal Society to prelent them (among other 
natural Rarities) with two Branches of Trees and their 
Fruits, brought from xh&Gape of Good-hope by Mr. God- 
dard, which being very curious,andare not yetany where 
perfectly described, it was thought fit topublilh their 
figures and Defcriptions ,• and that the rather, becaufe 
die firft of them, has been brought hither for its Beauty 
in Pots, as weir as failed in England from the Seed 
brought from the Cape of Good-hope, where it is called 
theSiher Pine. 

Conifer a f alias facie, folio & friiftu, tomento feric'eo, 
candicante, obduttis, femine ,pemtato. 
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